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Fig. 1: Aerial photograph from 1938. Source: FLORART studio archive
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Number of individuals in stand layers

P. 
No. Taxon 

Number of individuals (pcs)
% 

1-N 2-H 3-1/2-H 4-1/3-1/2 5-up to 1/3 Total

1 Picea abies 215 5470 1765 1512 3553 12515 23,107 

2 Picea abies lowland provenance 4457 127 80 1258 5922 10,934 

3 Quercus robur 87 3213 780 323 457 4860 8,973 

4 Carpinus betulus 3 587 514 768 1394 3266 6,030 

5 Abies alba 1905 65 777 2747 5,072 

6 Pseudotsuga menziesii 151 1155 365 265 642 2578 4,760 

7 Picea orientalis 1732 15 485 2232 4,121 

8 Fagus sylvatica 1161 75 484 1720 3,176 

9 Tilia cordata 23 362 352 254 437 1428 2,637 

10 Fagus sylvatica 3 893 67 57 220 1240 2,290 

11 Quercus robur 1129 20 34 1183 2,184 

12 Acer pseudoplatanus 77 194 311 342 924 1,706 

13 Pinus sylvestris 17 643 150 43 27 880 1,625 

14 Quercus rubra 7 345 168 135 210 865 1,597 

15 Larix decidua 626 10 55 691 1,276 

16 Acer platanoides 79 112 219 278 688 1,270 

17 Pinus sylvestris 562 60 622 1,148 

18 Abies alba 3 129 33 77 347 589 1,088 

19 Abies grandis 410 120 50 580 1,071 

Others (represented by less than 1%) 8579 15,94 

Table 4: Overview of taxa found in forest layers

331	 BORUSÍK, Pavel – MARTINEK, Jiří – ŠIMEK, Pavel, Metodika hodnocení porostů dřevin pro potřeby památkové péče 
[schválená metodika], Brno 2020.

332	 BAUER, Pavel, Biologické posouzení. Zámecký park Průhonice – soubor stabilizačních opatření – 1. etapa, Liberec 2010.

ب	 The superdominant species in the stands is 
Picea abies (34% of the total), with Quercus robur 
(9%) and Carpinus betulus (6%) as subdominant 
species.

(3)	 The dendrological survey of stands at the level 
of individual tree groups was carried out using 
an innovative method – stand layer analysis. 
This method subsequently became generally 
recommended.331

Graphic appendices 1a and 1b show the general 
procedure and its specific implementation in 
the project in question.

(4)	 The project received a  positive biological 
assessment from a  team led by Mgr. Pavel 
Bauer.332

(5)	 This made it possible to submit an application 
(prepared in 2012) for financial support from 
the Environmental Operational Program in 
the amount of CZK 29.2 million.
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Fig. 2: The trees in Průhonice Park play an absolutely irreplaceable role in the external 
composition of the landscape and, at the same time, form a point of contact between 

the internal environment of the park and its currently heavily urbanized surroundings. 
Source: Průhonice Park Administration archives, Botanical Institute of the Czech Academy of Sciences

As part of the preparation of the tender for 
the implementation company for the first stage of 
cultivation measures, the tender documentation was 
prepared.333

Financial support was obtained. The Institute 
of Botany (IB) ultimately did not use it due to its 

333	 Tender documentation “Zámecký park Průhonice – návrh stabilizačních opatření pro jednotlivé stromy – I. etapa”, Průhonice 2013.

connection to the collection of park entrance 
fees. In the meantime, the park administration 
had to include the restoration of vegetation in its 
operating budget. The restoration of vegetation was 
designed with a view to achieving a high degree of 
compositional authenticity.
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Stage 2: Preparation for the 
implementation of “major projects”

334	 Průhonický park a zámek – obnova, rozvoj a oživení památky UNESCO, část: „Průhonický park – obnova unikátní kompozice 
a zvýšení bezpečnosti porostů“, Uherský Brod 2016.

335	 Project „Zámecký park Průhonice (PP) – dendrologický průzkum a návrh pěstebních opatření“, Uherský Brod 2014.
336	 Průhonický park a zámek, c. d. 

Under the leadership of Director Prof. Vosátka, 
the IB focused on obtaining funding from the IROP 
(Integrated Regional Operational Program). 

The first application for support was submitted 
in 2016, but unfortunately it was unsuccessful. 
In the same year, the entire project was updated 
and the application for support was resubmitted. 
However, the points obtained from the project 
evaluation were not sufficient for its successful 
acceptance, and the project remained below the 
point limit. After three years, however, the Botanical 
Institute was asked whether it was still interested in 
implementing the submitted project, as additional 
funds could be released from the Ministry of 
Regional Development. Another necessary update 
of the project in terms of both material and financial 
performance.

The step towards submitting the IROP project 
became decisive for the implementation of the plan, 
as the Environmental Operational Program’s  rules 
did not allow financial support to be drawn for the 
planned stabilization measures. The project prepared 
for the IROP call under the title “Průhonický Park 
– Restoration, Development, and Revitalization of 
a UNESCO Monument” had several parts:

ب	 Subproject No. 1) Průhonický Park – 
Restoration of a  Unique Composition and 
Increased Safety of Vegetation

ب	 Subproject No. 2) Průhonický Park – 
Restoration of infrastructure – paths

ب	 Subproject No. 3) Průhonický Park – Increasing 
protection and unifying the area

ب	 Subproject No. 4) Průhonický Park – 
Information and navigation system for visitors

ب	 Subproject No. 5) Průhonice Park – Restoration 
of small architecture

ب	 Subproject No. 6) Former fish farm building

The total budget for the project was over 
205,000,000 CZK, including VAT.

The vegetation component of the park was 
covered by the section entitled “Průhonický Park 
– restoration of unique composition and increased 
safety of vegetation.”334

The growing condition of individual trees was 
analysed by a dendrological survey and a proposal 
for cultivation measures.335 

This survey followed on from the project 
documentation prepared under the title “Průhonice 
Castle Park – proposal for stabilization measures for 
individual trees – phase 1 – 2010”, which was part of 
an application for funding from the Environmental 
Operational Program (this was not implemented). By 
combining data from this project with newly acquired 
data, a  basic map base and database were created, 
which were used to formulate the proposed measures 
in the IROP project. At the client’s request, significant 
trees in the stands were included in the project – 
handed over to the processor in March 2015. 

The project336 was divided into three parts:
ب	 Visitor operational safety
ب	 Restoration of the spatial composition of the 

monument
ب	 Restoration of tree layers
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Fig. 3: The slopes of Alpine Garden under the Castle. Source: Jiří Šmída, 2025

Visitor operational safety

The aim was to ensure visitor operational 
safety through a system of cultivation measures and 
the setting up of monitoring of individual trees in 
the park. Approximately 12,000 individual trees 
(+50,000 trees in layers) were recorded in the park. 
A  large proportion of these trees date back to the 
park’s  establishment and pose varying degrees of 

risk to visitors (falling trees or parts of trees). The 
set of proposed measures reduces this risk to an 
acceptable minimum.

The above-mentioned dendrological survey 
was the basis for formulating the proposed measures. 
Given the importance of the information obtained, 
Table 5 lists the most important findings.

Age stage
Horticultural value Total sum

1 2 3 4 5 None pcs % 

1 46 35 1 82 0,80 

2 251 101 2 354 3,44 

3 14 818 497 21 1 350 13,11 

4 1 69 3 194 3 365 58 6 687 64,93 

5 2 16 633 1 138 36 1 825 17,72 

None 1 666 1 666 

Total (pcs) 3 99 4 942 5 136 118 1 666 11 964 

Total (%) 0,029 0,96 48 49,9 1,146 

Table 5: Most important findings of the dendrological survey. Source: Průhonice Castle 
Park – dendrological survey and proposed cultivation measures (FLORART, 2015)
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CARD OF THE ELEMENT OF THE PASSPORT OF GARDEN ART MONUMENTS 
(PAZU)

[Card no.] 
[Sheet no.]
1 

[Name of PAZU]
PRŮHONICE – CASTLE PARK [Passport element ID]

[Passport element] DS.01 
[Element type code from the PAZU classification] 514 
[Element type name from the PAZU classification] staircase 

[DENDRO ID] 

[Cultural monument registration number in the Central List of Cultural 
Monuments]
365 

[Coordinates]
50°00‘00.84“N, 14°33‘25.71“E 
50°00‘00.87“N, 14°33‘25.49“E 
50°00‘00.72“N, 14°33‘25.41“E 

[Local name] 
Princess Stairs

 

[Cadastral area] 
Průhonice 733971 
[Parcel number] 760 

[PaGIS] 
natural point PB 77885 
[IdReg] 

[History]
The staircase was built as part of the overall Neo‑Renaissance reconstruction of the castle according to the design 
of architect Jiří Stibral, carried out between 1889 and 1893. After the demolition of the old Gothic palace, the Small 
Courtyard was visually opened up to the south towards the park with a newly built viewing terrace. A new staircase 
was built to provide a direct connection between the terrace in the Small Courtyard and the park.
In the 1990s, the Small Courtyard of the castle was opened to the public and the Princess Stairs were also made 
accessible. The last renovation of the staircase took place after 2010. 

[Description of the object]
A clockwise straight three-flight staircase. The staircase walls are built of facing masonry made of natural unworked 
stone. The steps are carved from stone (sandstone). The staircase is equipped with a wrought-iron railing, and the 
lower flight has a railing on both sides. Between the second and third flights, the staircase is divided by a grille with 
a gate. The railing is constructed in a historicist Neo‑Renaissance style.

[Technical condition] 
1 – good condition 

[Proposed measures]
The structure does not require immediate intervention.

[Sources]
PINCOVÁ, Veronika 2005: Průhonické panství a park v proměnách století a majitelů, in: Historické zahrady a parky 
2005, Agentura BONUS, ISBN: 80-86802-05-1, s. 1–5. 

[Prepared by] 
Ing. Jiří Olšan 

[Date]
11/2016 

Table 6: Garden art monument passport card (sample).  
Source: Průhonice Park – garden art monument passport (FLORART, 2016)
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Fig. 4: Alpine Garden under the Castle – area before the creation of the Rose Garden. Source: FLORART studio archive, 2014

A total of 11,964 individual trees were registered 
in Průhonice Park. Of this number, 10,298 trees were 
evaluated in detail and 1,666 were only registered 
(mainly new plantings and natural regeneration).

ب	 Of the total number of individuals evaluated, 
17.7% are overaged (5th age stage).

ب	 Of the total number of individuals assessed, 51% 
have a horticultural value of 4–5, which means 
they are below-average trees – usually with 
a relatively short to medium-term life expectancy 
and individuals that are dying or dead.

ب	 Of the total number of individuals assessed, 
49% are fully promising.

A closer analysis of species representation is an 
important characteristic of the object:

ب	 The superdominant species in the park is 
Quercus robur (1,860 individuals, 17.5% share in 
the species composition).

ب	 The dominant species in the park is Picea abies 
(1,165 individuals, 11% share in the species 
composition).

ب	 Another 21 taxa make up 70% of all identified 
individuals.

A  total of 3,619  cultivation measures were 
proposed for implementation (more than one 
measure may be applied to a  single tree). A  total 
of 185 mature trees were proposed for new planting.

Based on the dendrological survey, trees were 
identified in Průhonice Park that were certainly 
designed by the park’s  author, Count Arnošt 
Emanuel Silva‑Tarouca, and at the same time occupy 
an important place in the park’s  composition. In 
most cases, these trees are already in their final, 
fifth age stage, referred to in professional practice as 
“veterans.” These trees have been named “Tarouca’s 
veteran trees.” They are of exceptional importance 
for the monument of garden art – they are the 
bearers of its authenticity (both spatial and species) 
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Fig. 5: Alpine Garden under the Castle – completed Rose Garden, as of 2019. Source: Jiří Šmída, 2019

and  at  the same time have the highest historical 
value. The project proposed “special treatment” 
for these trees, which, in addition to arboricultural 

intervention, also included detailed instrumental 
diagnosis and subsequent monitoring of their 
condition.

Restoration of the spatial composition of the monument

The aim was to revitalize the monument with 
an emphasis on its cultural values and to make it 
more attractive to visitors.

The results of the project “The Importance 
of Introducing Trees in Garden Art Monuments,” 
which was supported by the National and Cultural 
Identity Applied Research Program (NAKI), became 
the decisive basis for this part of the project.

The design was based on the NAKI outputs, 
primarily with a proposal to restore important vistas 
and then make the compositional details more 

attractive by planting flowering bulbs. Given the 
scope and complexity of the project, it was designed 
using a method of transferring vegetation elements 
in a  GIS environment. This method enabled 
subsequent detailed monitoring of the progress of 
work during the project implementation phase.
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Fig. 6: Alpine Garden under the Castle – Rose Garden – view of Podzámecký Pond. Source: Jiří Šmída, 2025

Fig. 7: Alpine Garden under the Castle - restoration of stone stairs with wrought iron railings.
Source: FLORART studio archive, 2014; Jiří Šmída, 2025
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Fig. 8: IROP – Arboricultural treatment of European ash (Fraxinus excelsior) – ensuring operational safety.
Source: Jiří Šmída, 2023

Restoration of tree layers

The aim was to begin restoring the vegetation 
that determines the internal composition of the 
park and its stability in relation to its surroundings, 
which are subject to strong urbanization pressure 
(Fig. 2). The stability of the vegetation in Průhonice 
Park determines the stability of the entire UNESCO 
monument. From a  cultivation point of view, the 

condition of the vegetation was critical, see graphic 
appendix no. 2. Many parts with a  predominance 
of spruce (Picea abies) are in a  state of disrepair and 
currently decaying due to climate change (weather 
conditions). 

The current cultivation status of the 
vegetation was analysed by a  dendrological survey 
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(FLORART, 2010).337 This survey was partially updated 
in 2015 in the areas where clearings were proposed.338

The plan had two separate parts. The first 
part concerns stands that have been stabilized by 
cultivation measures, and the second part concerns 
the extensive restoration of stands. The vast majority 
of these were spruce stands affected by bark beetles. 
The proposed restoration elements are extensive 
in the case of large-scale restoration, or individual 
plantings are proposed in partially decayed stand 
groups, mostly to the target spacing according to the 
compositional intention.

Note: Due to the time lag between the preparation 
of the project documentation and the implementation 
of the project, it was necessary to update the project 
documentation. The update took place during the 
implementation of the project in 2021–2023.

Průhonický Park – Garden Art Monument 
Passport

The Garden Art Monument Passport339 
was prepared in accordance with methodological 

337	 FLORART, Zámecký park Průhonice – 2. etapa, c. d.
338	 FLORART, Zámecký park Průhonice – dendrologický průzkum a návrh pěstebních opatření, Uherský Brod 2015, Uherský Brod 

2015.
339	 Průhonický park – pasport památky zahradního umění, Uherský Brod 2016.
340	 OLŠAN, Jiří – EHRLICH, Marek – KŘESADLOVÁ, Lenka – PAVLÁTOVÁ, Marie – ŠNEJD, Metodika pasportizace památky 

zahradního umění [certifikovaná metodika], Praha 2015.
341	 OLŠAN, Jiří – EHRLICH, Marek – KŘESADLOVÁ, Lenka – PAVLÁTOVÁ, Marie, Metodika prostorové analýzy památky 

zahradního umění [certifikovaná metodika], Praha 2015. 
342	 OLŠAN, Jiří – EHRLICH, Marek – KŘESADLOVÁ, Lenka – PAVLÁTOVÁ, Marie – ŠNEJD, Daniel, Metodika identifikace 

hodnot památek zahradního umění [certifikovaná metodika], Praha 2015.

recommendations340, 341, 342 which were developed 
simultaneously with the preparation of the document.

It was a  comprehensive technical and 
operational document that included the structural 
elements of the garden art monument and was 
a collective work:

ب	 Passport of vegetation elements (authors: 
Šimek, P. et al.)

ب	 Passport of water elements (author: Vokurka, A.)
ب	 Passport of paths and technical elements 

(author: Vychodil, M.)
ب	 Passport of building elements, artistic and craft 

elements (authors: Olšan, J. and Olšanová, E.)

The document was created as a GIS application. 
This fact subsequently proved to be essential in the 
preparation of follow-up projects. A  uniform form 
(card) was created to describe the passported entities. 
This procedure can be recommended as a  general 
principle, see Table 6.

Stage 3: Project outputs 
“The Importance of Introducing 
Trees and Shrubs in Garden Art 

Monuments” – DF12P01OVV005
The results of the project “The importance of 

introducing woody plants in monuments of garden 
art,” which was supported by the NAKI program for 
applied research on national and cultural identity, 
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Fig. 9: IROP – Restoration of the Main Viewpoint – 
photo 1: 1909, photo 2: 2019, photo 3: 2023. Source: 

Průhonice Park Administration archives, Botanical 
Institute of the Czech Academy of Science

343	 STAŇA, Ivan – KOHLOVÁ, Jana, Památkový postup 
pro uplatnění zájmů a  cílů památkové péče u  objektů 
zahradního umění s vysokým podílem sbírek [památkový 
postup], Průhonice 2016.

became a  decisive moment for the systematic pre-
paration of the restoration of Průhonický Park in 
the context of current views on monument preser-
vation. This NAKI project addressed a  number of 
specific problems for the restoration of garden art 
monuments with a  high proportion of introduced 
species. The project was carried out by the Botanical 
Institute of the Czech Academy of Sciences in 
2012–2015. The project outputs were developed in 
parallel with the preparation of the project for IROP:

ب	 Among other things, the NAKI project 
established and justified the principles of the 
target composition of Průhonice Park.

ب	 The spatial composition of the park, which 
takes full advantage of the rugged terrain, is 
largely based on a  system of deliberate vistas 
and targeted lines of sight. The IROP project 
developed the NAKI outputs into standard 
field documents.

ب	 The methodological procedure consisted of 
carrying out a logical sequence of field surveys 
and interpreting them. The updates to the 
surveys and the outputs of the NAKI project 
included the recommended methodological 
procedures as an integral part of the overall 
plan. Specifically, these were primarily:

ب	 Npam – heritage procedure – Ing. Ivan Staňa, 
Ing.  Jana Kohlová: Heritage procedure for 
applying the interests and objectives of heritage 
conservation to garden art objects with a high 
proportion of collections:343

ت	 The document set out the procedure and con-
tent of individual steps to ensure the interests 
and objectives of heritage conservation in gar-
den art objects with a high proportion of plant 
collections, especially trees. The methodologi-
cal procedure consists of carrying out a logical 
sequence of field surveys and interpreting them. 
The aim was to unify field procedures with 
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regard to the specific representation of plant co-
llections in garden art monuments (PZU). The 
specificity of these problems lies in the location 
of individual taxa (vegetation elements, collec-
tion items), which was carried out without the 
necessary knowledge of the composition of the 
object. This contradiction is difficult to resolve 
in the current care of these garden art objects.

ب	 Nmet: doc. RNDr. Jan Kirschner, CSc., Ing. Jana 
Kohlová, Ing.  Josef Souček: Methodology 
for monitoring and evaluating the process of 
introduction in garden art monuments:344 

ت	 The methodology aimed to create a  tool for 
the comprehensive evaluation of the process 
of introduction in garden art monuments. 
This evaluation also serves to identify a sui-
table assortment of trees and shrubs that can 
be used not only for historical gardens and 
parks, but also for urban greenery. Based on 
the detailed classification contained therein, 
individual introduced plants can be evalua-
ted, particularly in terms of preserving their 
aesthetic and biological functions. Data sets 
for individual taxa also allow for the evaluati-
on of the risk of introduction.

ب	 Nmap: Ing.  Jan Wild, CSc., doc. RNDr. Jan 
Kirschner, CSc., Ing.  Jana Kohlová: Habitat 
characteristics and vegetation elements 
I. Synthesis of topoclimatological parameters:345

ت	 The map is the elementary basis for all ty-
pes of decision-making in Průhonice Park, 
a model area. Thanks to the synthesis of se-
lected, least correlated topoclimatological 

344	 KIRSCHNER, Jan – KOHLOVÁ, Jana – SOUČEK, Josef, Metodika pro sledování a  vyhodnocování procesu introdukce 
v památkách zahradního umění [certifikovaná metodika], Průhonice 2016.

345	 WILD, Jan – KIRSCHNER, Jan – KOHLOVÁ, Jana, Stanovištní charakteristiky a vegetační prvky I. Syntéza topoklimatologických 
parametrů [specializovaná mapa s odborným obsahem], Průhonice 2016.

346	 KOHLOVÁ, Jana – STAŇA, Ivan, Kompoziční principy a  vegetační prvky – Průhonický park (obora) [specializovaná mapa 
s odborným obsahem], Průhonice 2015.

347	 KOHLOVÁ, Jana – STAŇA, Ivan Kompoziční principy a  vegetační prvky – Průhonický park (park) [specializovaná mapa 
s odborným obsahem], Průhonice 2013. 

348	 KOHLOVÁ, Jana, Soubor optimalizačních opatření a  vegetační prvky – Průhonický park (obora) [specializovaná mapa 
s odborným obsahem], Průhonice 2015. 

349	 KOHLOVÁ, Jana, Soubor optimalizačních opatření a vegetační prvky – Průhonický park (park) [specializovaná mapa s odborným 
obsahem], Průhonice 2014. 

parameters in the form of basic zoning of the 
area, the map represents a fundamental basis 
for the introduction and care strategy in the 
model area. It is primarily used by park ma-
nagement and provides support for checking 
the correctness of introduction and cultivati-
on measures in Průhonice Park.

ب	 Nmap: Ing.  Jana Kohlová, Ing.  Ivan Staňa: 
Compositional principles and vegetation 
elements – Průhonice Park (game reserve, 
park) – 2 maps:346,347

ت	 The aim of this map (Nmap) was to defi-
ne the compositional principles of the park, 
which take precedence over its further use, 
including the determination of a strategy for 
further introduction and care of the park.

ب	 Nmap: Ing. Jana Kohlová: Set of optimization 
measures and vegetation elements – Průhonice 
Park (game reserve, park) – 2 maps:348,349

ت	 The document defined specific measures for 
the model object (Průhonice Park), including 
verification of the proposed principles, and 
thus created the conditions for the design of 
general procedures that represent the appli-
cation of heritage conservation interests while 
respecting the value of the vegetation element.

For the purposes of monitoring and caring 
for the collections, a  structured database of trees 
(12,000 records) was established in the project 
documentation as a basis for application:

ب	 Nmet: doc. RNDr. Jan Kirschner, CSc., Ing.  Jana 
Kohlová, Ing.  Josef Souček: Methodology for 
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describing living collections in garden art monuments 
for entry into the central register of collections:350

ت	 The methodology is a tool for obtaining a com-
prehensive overview with descriptions of indi-
viduals belonging to living collections and their 
function in monuments of garden art so that 
the summary information meets the require-
ments of Act No. 122/2000 Coll. and, therefore, 

350	 KIRSCHNER, Jan – KOHLOVÁ, Jana – SOUČEK, Josef, Metodika popisu živých sbírek v památkách zahradního umění pro 
zápis do centrální evidence sbírek [certifikovaná metodika], Průhonice 2015. 

351	 FLORART, Program rozvoje a využití Průhonického parku a obnova „Podzámeckého alpina“, Uherský Brod: FLORART 2014. 

so that living collections can be registered in 
the Central Register of Collections (CES). The 
information is used to catalogue and classify co-
llection specimens and care for them, while also 
enabling supervision by the state administrati-
on. Based on this data, it is possible to work with 
the collections conceptually, care for them, and 
present them to the public.

Stage 4: Implementation of “major projects”
Over the past ten years, two significant 

major projects have been carried out in Průhonice 
Park, which have contributed significantly to the 
development of the Park and its restoration.

Restoration of the Alpine Garden under the Castle

Preparation for restoration, 
restoration goals

A characteristic feature of Průhonice Park is its 
exclusively internal compositional structure, visually 
completely isolated from the external landscape. The 
composition makes significant use of the principle 
of contrasts and a well-thought-out, compositionally 
strong system of vistas. The contrasts are created 
primarily by the steep slopes and rock outcrops 
lining the valley locations and the water surfaces of 
the ponds. The extreme habitat of the rock outcrops 
gave rise to one of its most significant phenomena – 
the Průhonice Alpine Garden.

The rock massifs of Průhonice Park are an 
attractive visual element. At the end of Podzámecký 
Pond lies an exposed rock massif, gradually 
transformed into an extensive alpine garden, which 

is currently an important element of the composition 
and also represents a significant collection of plants.

The slopes above Podzámecký Pond (Fig. 3) 
were also originally part of the Průhonice Alpine 
Garden, but due to their character, they were called 
the Alpine Garden or Podzámecké Alpine Garden. 
Due to its dilapidated condition, this part of the park 
was not open to visitors before its restoration. The 
appearance of this place (scenery) was unsatisfactory 
in distant views of the castle. Changes in habitat 
conditions (shading, growth of weed trees) caused 
the disappearance of the alpine collection.

A  strong principle in the preparation of the 
Podzámecké Alpine Garden project351 was the effort 
to achieve a  high degree of authenticity in the 
overall composition of the alpine garden, which 
will be supported by the authenticity of the species 
composition of the proposed planting details of the 
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Fig. 10: IROP – road renovation – before implementation – Na Mršníku. Source: Jiří Šmída, 2022

vegetation elements. Such an ambitious goal can 
generally be achieved provided that there is a  rich 
archive fund and, in the case of Průhonice, also 
a research fund. Both of these conditions were met, 
and the design team was able to gradually fulfil the 
set project plan (see graphic attachment no. 3).

Unfortunately, the design team did not have 
access to the outputs of the applied research project 
NAKI “Průhonice as a  horticultural phenomenon 
– more than a century of tradition of introduction, 
breeding, and use of ornamental herbs”. For the sake 
of completeness, we note that these very valuable 
project outputs were published more than five 
years after the implementation documentation was 
processed, specifically:

ب	 Significant landscape compositions with 
perennials in Průhonice Park,352 a specialized map 

352	 BAROŠOVÁ, Ivana, Významné krajinářské kompozice s  trvalkami v  Průhonickém parku [specializovaná mapa s odborným 
obsahem], Průhonice 2022.

353	 BAROŠOVÁ, Ivana, Identifikace invazivně zplaňujících a  potenciálně invazivních okrasných bylin v Průhonickém parku 
[specializovaná mapa s odborným obsahem], Průhonice 2021.

with expert content. The map was created with 
the institutional support of the Silva‑Tarouca 
Research Institute for Landscape and Ornamental 
Horticulture, v.  v.  i. (VUKOZ-IP-00027073). 
Author: Ing. Ivana Barošová, 2022.

ب	 Identification of invasively naturalized and 
potentially invasive ornamental herbs in 
Průhonice Park,353 specialized map with expert 
content. The map was created with institutional 
support from the Silva‑Tarouca Research 
Institute for Landscape and Ornamental 
Horticulture, v.  v.  i. (VUKOZ-IP-00027073) . 
Author of the work: Ing. Ivana Barošová, 2021.

Implementation of the plan
The resolving area, covering 1,5 ha, is the most 

exposed part of Průhonice Park. The footpaths 
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Fig. 11: IROP – road renovation – after completion – Na Mršníku. Source: Jiří Šmída, 2024

on the slopes have gradually disappeared and 
almost all the stone retaining walls have vanished. 
A  significant part of the project involved felling 
and removing diseased, overgrown, or unsuitable 
trees, often involving risky felling. The basic motive 
for the restoration was to make this amazing place 
accessible to visitors, allowing them to enjoy the 
beauty of the space and perceive the ideas of the 
park’s founder in a new context.

The restoration succeeded in opening up the 
entire space and revealing new, magnificent views 
of the Podzámecký pond (Fig. 6), the castle, and 
other unique scenery. The stone retaining walls, 
stone staircases (Fig. 7), paths and footpaths, small 
objects such as a  well, blacksmith-made railings 
and trellises for climbing plants were restored. In 
addition, rock outcrops were cleaned, furniture was 
added, and a  collection of approximately 230  taxa 
of plants was planted. The total number of plants 
planted was around 30,000. The Rose Garden 
(Figs. 4 and 5), restored on the basis of few historical 

sources, became an important place. Both historical 
and contemporary varieties of roses were used, 
with individual varieties selected so that the roses 
would bloom gradually throughout the year, filling 
the air with their fragrance and reminding future 
generations of gardeners and visitors of the legacy 
of the creators.

ت	 The restoration work took place between 2015 
and 2017, with the total cost of the project 
amounting to CZK 31,795,820, of which CZK 
25,436,656 was covered by an EEA grant and 
the rest from own resources.

ت	 The work was carried out by VYKRUT 
zahradní služby a.s. The work itself was 
preceded by difficult project preparation 
carried out by a  design team consisting 
of Ing.  Pavel Šimek–FLORART, Ing.  Vít 
Doležel, Ing.  arch Martin Laštovička, and 
Ing. Jana Kohlová. 
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Fig. 12: IROP – renovation of the Former Fish Farm Building. Source: archives of the Průhonice Park Administration, 
Botanical Institute of the Czech Academy of Sciences

IROP: “Průhonice Park – Restoration, Development, 
and Revitalization of a UNESCO Monument”

354	 Outstanding Universal Value.

The second significant and extraordinary event, 
which took place from 1st of January 2021, to 31st 
of December 2023, was an extensive project of the 
Integrated Regional Operational Program (IROP) 
entitled “Průhonice Park – Restoration, Development, 
and Revitalization of a UNESCO Monument.”

The aim of the project was to revitalize the 
monument with an emphasis on its cultural values 
(OUV – Outstanding Universal Value)354 and 
make it more attractive to visitors. The project was 
launched at the beginning of 2021, and during its 
three-year duration, all specified work, including 
six sub-projects spread across the entire Průhonice 
Park area, had to be completed. The total cost of the 
project was over 205  million CZK including VAT 
(170  million CZK excluding VAT). Eighty percent 
was covered by the IROP, and the remaining twenty 
percent was covered by the Czech Republic’s public 
budgets (including five percent co-financing from 
the Botanical Institute).

This extensive project focused on restoring 
the original landscape composition, ensuring 
the operational safety of existing overgrown or 
otherwise damaged individual trees (Fig. 8) and 
vegetation, restoring park paths, stairs, retaining 

walls, enclosure walls, and, last but not least, small 
structures located in the park. The project also 
included the construction of a  new information 
system for visitors and the creation of exhibition 
displays in the renovated buildings.

The work on the small structures, the fish 
farm, and the enclosure walls was carried out by 
ENVIRONMENTAL BUILDING a.s., while 
the work on restoring the composition, ensuring 
the operational safety of the trees, restoration of 
vegetation, all vegetation modifications, and road 
infrastructure was carried out by Gardenline s.r.o. 
The new exhibitions were built by Muzea Servis, spol. 
s r.o., and the information system by M plus, spol. s r.o. 

The project documentation for the last two 
activities was provided by Design 4AVI, s.r.o. Small 
structures were designed by Ing. Daniela Maxová, and 
the enclosure walls by Ing. arch. Martin Laštovička. 
Repairs to road infrastructure, staircases, and 
retaining walls were designed by Ing. Pavel Vychodil 
– PROGEOK s.r.o., and all design activities related to 
the composition of Průhonice Park, its operational 
safety, tree care, plantings, vegetation restoration, and 
other vegetation and composition modifications were 
carried out by the studio of Ing. Pavel Šimek – Florart. 
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Fig. 13: View of Průhonice Park and Castle from the north. Source: Jiří Podrazil, 2017

Technical supervision of the investor was provided by 
Ing. Jana Kohlová and Ing. Jiří Plichta.

Subproject No. 1 “Restoration of the unique 
composition and increased safety of vegetation” 
was divided into three parts, the first of which dealt 
with tree care through arboricultural interventions 
or felling and subsequent planting. The aim was 
to ensure the operational safety of visitors through 
a system of cultivation measures and to ensure the 
stability and restoration of the internal composition 
of Průhonice Park. The park contains a  large 
number of trees dating back to the time of Count 
Silva‑Tarouca, which posed varying degrees of risk 
to visitors due to the possibility of falling trees or 
branches. The dendrological survey covered almost 
12,000 inventoried trees. A total of 51% of the trees 
were in the short- to medium-term stage of existence. 
Three thousand three hundred cultivation measures 

were implemented, one thousand five hundred and 
forty-seven trees were felled, and seven hundred and 
fifty-eight mature trees were newly planted.

The second part of the sub-project concerned 
the restoration of vegetation that determines the 
internal composition of the park and its stability 
in relation to its surroundings. The aim was to 
ensure the stability and restoration of the internal 
composition of the park formed by vegetation and 
to restore the vegetation around its perimeter. The 
area of the assessed vegetation was 98.8 ha, in which 
fifty-five restoration details were identified, covering 
an area of 87,375 m2, with the proposed planting of 
approximately thirty thousand forest seedlings.

The third part consisted of restoring compositional 
details, specifically lost vistas and places of significant 
views, mainly related to important visual and 
compositional axes. Examples include the restoration 
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of the Main Viewpoint (Fig. 9), the sandpit, and the 
rock outcrops in the area called Jeřábkovy potoky. The 
aim was also to make the monument more attractive, 
for example by planting bulbs.

Subproject No. 2, “Restoration of 
Infrastructure – Paths,” involved the repair of paths, 
stone and beam stairs, and stone retaining walls. 
This ensured the comfortable and safe movement of 
visitors and service vehicles. Repairs were carried out 
in almost the entire first part of the park and on the 
main visitor circuit in the second part of the park. 
The park roads (Figs. 10 and 11) were given a gravel 
surface, and individual sections of the roads were 
repaired using one of three proposed technologies: 
light repair of only the gravel layer, medium repair 
including a  medium gravel base layer, or complete 
reconstruction of the road structure including the 
lower structural layers. The repaired paths have 
a total length of approximately 18 km.

Subproject No. 3, “Increasing protection and 
unifying the site,” involved repairs to enclosure walls, 
both stone and plastered, with the aim of increasing the 
protection of the monument and controlling visitor traffic. 
The work involved repairing 600 m of stone enclosure 
walls and 540 m of plastered walls, with a further 130 m 
of plastered walls being newly constructed. Following 
completion of this work, Průhonice Park is now almost 
entirely fenced and enclosed.

Subproject No. 4, “Restoration of Small 
Architecture,” consisted of repairing small structures 
located in the park: the Alpine log cabin in Alpina, 
the Czech cottage near the Labeška pond dam, 

which was moved to the park from the Czechoslovak 
Ethnographic Exhibition in Prague in 1895, and 
Wachhaus – a guard house built above the Bořín dam 
in the more distant second part of the park. After the 
repairs, thematic exhibitions for visitors were built in 
these buildings as part of the project (except for the 
Alpine log cabin, which is outside the visitor routes).

Subproject No. 5 “Former Fish Farm Building” 
– this building near the castle by the Botič stream 
underwent a complete restoration (Fig. 12). Both the 
front wooden part and the rear brick part were repaired. 
The work also included landscaping the area around 
the Fishery to make it easily accessible to visitors 
and to ensure that the character of the environment 
was as close as possible to the original composition. 
Exhibitions have also been created inside the Fishery.

Subproject No. 6, “Information and 
Navigation System for Visitors,” aimed to create 
a new information and navigation system in the park 
in the form of an interactive map that allows visitors 
to move around the park along suggested routes and 
offers interesting and up-to-date information about 
the park. The second part of this subproject was the 
creation of new thematic exhibitions in the repaired 
buildings. The theme of the exhibition in the Czech 
Cottage is fairy tales that were filmed in Průhonice 
Park. In the wooden part of the Fishery, visitors can 
learn many interesting facts about the fauna of the 
pond and flowing waters, and in the brick part, they 
can learn about the history of the gardens. The brick 
part of the Fishery also serves as a multifunctional 
space for education, games, and relaxation.

Care of Průhonice Park 
in a historical context

Průhonice Park is a national cultural monument 
and a UNESCO World Heritage Site (Fig. 13). It is 
located in the Central Bohemian Region, southeast 
of Prague.

It is managed by the Průhonice Park 
Administration and the Gene Fund Collections of 
the Botanical Institute of the Czech Academy of 
Sciences.
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Fig. 14: Spring blossoms in the Alpine Garden of Průhonice Park. Source: Jiří Šmída, 2023

The park covers an area of 250 hectares in the 
valley of the Botič stream, which forms the main 
imaginary axis, and its tributaries. It is divided 
into two parts (formerly the park and the game 
reserve) by an asphalt local road (formerly a  third-
class road). The dominant features are three large 
ponds – Podzámecký, Labeška, and Bořín. The park 
is crisscrossed by a network of paths approximately 
25 km long, which includes a  system of numbered 
landmarks (posts) at intersections. The perimeter 
of the park is approximately 10  km long and is 
currently almost completely fenced in. There are 
ten entrances to the park (two main ones where you 
can buy a day ticket, the others are accessible with 
a chip pass).

The Průhonice Botanical Garden of the 
Botanical Institute of the Czech Academy of Sciences 
is also part of the Průhonice Park complex, with 
significant collections of irises, peonies, daylilies, 
and roses.

In 2010, Průhonice Park was confirmed as part 
of the serial monument Historical Centre of Prague, 
consisting of two constituent parts inscribed on the 
World Heritage List.

The attributes of outstanding universal value are:
ب	 the painterly landscape composition of the 

park based on plant-geographical scenery;
ب	 the dendrological and botanical value of the 

collection;
ب	 the closed composition (deliberate isolation of 

the park from the surrounding landscape);
ب	 water and architectural elements.

The park was founded in 1885 by Count 
Arnošt Emanuel Silva‑Tarouca, who continued to 
develop it until his death in 1936. Although he sold 
the entire Průhonice estate to the Czechoslovak 
state in 1927, he was able to build the park according 
to his own ideas over a  long period of time, thus 
creating a lifelong original work by a single author, 
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Fig. 15: Dead Norway spruce (Picea abies) as a result of bark beetle infestation. Source: Jiří Šmída, 2019

which is probably the last free landscape work of this 
character and scope. He was able to devote fifty years 
of continuous care to his beloved park, and this rare 
combination of owner, investor, and author in one 
person further emphasizes its uniqueness.

Průhonice Park is a masterpiece of the painterly 
landscape style, which includes a Neo‑Renaissance 
chateau. Its uniqueness lies not only in its historical 
and artistic value, but also in its dendrological value 
in the form of a valuable collection of trees – at the 
time the park was built, Průhonice was the gateway 
for introduced plants (especially trees) to the whole 
of Europe.

Count Silva‑Tarouca created a unique painterly 
landscape composition in the park based on 
a thoughtful combination of plants from around the 
world with native species for the purpose of painterly 
manipulation of space, with an emphasis on their 
equal habitat requirements. The unique composition 
is formed by native and exotic trees (and various 

cultivars) in combination with shrubs and perennials. 
The colourfulness and variability of individual plants 
throughout the different seasons and the generous 
use of conifers played an important role.

Since 1962, when the Botanical Institute took 
over Průhonice Park, care has been focused more 
on botany, ecology, and nature conservation. It 
was not until the 1990s that Ivan Staňo, as head 
of the Průhonice Park Administration, managed to 
convince the park’s owner and manager that the park 
was primarily a work of art, and step by step, as head 
of the Průhonice Park Administration, he restored 
its lost appearance. He created the theoretical and 
practical pillars of care and restoration on which 
it is possible to build in the long term. For this, he 
deserves great recognition and thanks.

The park has an extraordinary collection of 
plants, comprising over 350 species of conifers and 
more than 1,500 species of deciduous trees. The park 
also boasts an extensive collection of rhododendrons, 
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Fig. 16: Former Class III road running between Parts I and II of Průhonice Park.
Source: Průhonice Park Administration archives, Botanical Institute of the Czech Academy of Sciences

numbering around 8,000 specimens in more than 
250 species and cultivars.

An integral part of the park is the extensive 
Alpinum (Fig. 14), which covers an area of 
approximately 6 hectares (including the Podzámecké 
alpine) and is one of the largest natural alpine 
gardens in Europe. The Průhonice Alpinum is also 
the work of Count Silva‑Tarouca. It was built around 
1895 and was originally intended for the cultivation 
of alpine and mountain flora, as well as the latest 
and rarest trees and perennials.

Currently, the Průhonice Park Administration 
and Gene Pool Collections (PPA and GPC) section 

has a  total of forty employees. These are distributed 
among the secretariat, individual management staff, 
a dendrologist, and four departments, of which the Park 
Department has fifteen jobs, the Alpinum Department 
seven, the Botanical Garden and Gene Pool Collections 
Department nine, and the Ticket and Souvenir Shop 
Department five. All these departments ensure the 
systematic, regular, and professional restoration, care, 
and maintenance of the park and visitor services. The 
total annual budget for the PPA and GPC departments 
in 2024 was approximately 28 million CZK (operating 
and personnel costs; investment costs are not included 
in the budget).



Care for Průhonice Park in historical context and the continuation of its preservation  253

Fig. 17: Spring flowering of rhododendrons. Source: Jiří Šmída, 2020

There are three operational facilities on the 
premises for the Průhonice Park Administration 
and GPC, which serve both as facilities for the 
personal needs of employees (changing rooms, 
sanitary facilities, kitchen, etc.) and as spaces for 
tools, individual machines and mechanization, 
warehouses, garages, workshops, and more. The 
facilities for the Alpinum and Botanical Garden 
departments are located in Chotobuz, while the Park 
department has its operational facilities in parts I and 
II of the park, which also include accommodation 
facilities primarily for PPA and GPC employees, or 
for Botanical Institute employees.

A  long-term effort in terms of operational 
equipment for park care and maintenance, with 
regard to the optimization of work processes, 
occupational safety, and health protection for 
workers, is the acquisition of small and large 
mechanization, work machines, and tools. These 
include, for example, tractors, mowers (with 

combustion and electric engines), multi-purpose 
vehicles, small tractors, tankers, spreaders, mulchers, 
wood chippers, electric work trucks, chainsaws, 
brush cutters, blowers, etc.). The aim is to renew 
and expand the fleet of vehicles and machinery, 
including modern multi-purpose machines, some 
of which are fully electric.

In addition to the tree a, which cover most of 
the Průhonice Park area, there are also meadows, 
which cover approximately 16.5 hectares of the total 
area, as well as water areas covering 11 ha and, within 
the vegetation, forest fences covering approximately 
30  ha, which, however, require special, more 
intensive care. For all types of areas, including 
those mentioned above, high-quality and sufficient 
mechanization equipment is important.

In 2018–2020, the growing season 
was accompanied by extremely low rainfall, 
compounded by very high temperatures, which, 
in combination with a winter period of fluctuating 
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Fig. 18: ‚Mysterious‘ scenery in the inner composition of the park. Source: Jana Kohlová, 2025

temperatures, had a  significant impact on the 
overpopulation of bark beetles, especially the 
spruce bark beetle (Ips typographus) the northern 
bark beetle (Ips duplicatus), and the European 
spruce bark beetle (Pityogenes chalcographus). 
These calamitous pests of coniferous trees caused 
significant damage to solitary trees and stands 
throughout the park (Fig. 15). Norway spruce 
(Picea abies) was the most decimated species, but 
due to significant overpopulation, other known 
spruce species were also attacked and destroyed. 
Bark beetle infestations were recorded not only 
throughout the Czech Republic, but also in 
Central Europe. In connection with the fight 
against calamitous pests and the elimination of 
their consequences, approximately 3,800  m3 of 
bark beetle wood (i.e., approximately three and 
a  half thousand trees) was harvested in these 

355	 Road III/0032 Průhonice–Dobřejovice.

incriminated years. The situation began to slowly 
stabilize in 2021, and in 2024, it was necessary 
to remove “only” approximately 120  m3 of bark 
beetle-infested wood from the park, bringing the 
situation back to approximately the level of 2017. 
The dramatic situation, which manifested itself in 
a significant thinning of the stands that generally 
form the compositional framework of the park, was 
followed by intensive construction of forest fences 
with extensive planting of forest seedlings, totalling 
approximately thirty-three thousand pieces.

A turning point in strengthening the integrity 
of this important monument of garden art was the 
closure of the third-class road,355 dividing the park 
into two parts, to motor vehicle traffic (Fig. 16). The 
intense, annually increasing traffic was a significant 
element threatening the safety of visitors when 
crossing from one part of the park to another, 
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Fig. 19: ‚Colours of Autumn‘ – view across Podzámecký Pond.  
Source: Průhonice Park Administration archives, Botanical Institute of the Czech Academy of Sciences

and at the same time, this traffic collided with 
horticultural and forestry operations. The closure 
of the road thus contributed to greater fluidity and 
safety. The Botanical Institute’s  long-term efforts 
to close and make the road impassable lasted more 
than ten years. In 2016, the proposal was approved 
by the municipalities of Průhonice, Dobřejovice, 
Jesenice, and the relevant authorities. In 2017–2018, 
procedural proceedings were conducted leading 
to the transfer of the road to the ownership of the 
municipality of Průhonice (registered as a  local 
road). In the autumn of 2018, the road was closed 
to traffic, and agreements on the long-term use 
and management of the road were signed between 
the municipality of Průhonice and the Botanical 
Institute of the Czech Academy of Sciences. Thanks 
to the incorporation of the road into the park, the 
fence separating parts I  and II of the park could 
be removed, thus connecting both parts visually, 

operationally, and for visitors. The road is currently 
passable for the integrated rescue service and 
accessible to visitors with a year-round chip card.

In addition to major projects, the care and 
maintenance of Průhonice Park also involves larger 
and more financially demanding investment projects 
or extensive repairs/renovations. Over the past eight 
years or so, examples include new public toilets in 
the second part of the park (2017), restoration of 
the gravel surface in the Great Courtyard (2018), 
restoration of the automatic irrigation system in the 
Great Courtyard (2019), construction of an automatic 
irrigation system for the Podzámecký alpine – phase 
II (2020), purchase of new benches (2018–2019), 
continuation of repairs to the park fencing, 
construction of new turnstile entrances, introduction 
of online ticket sales (2020), purchase of a  ticket 
machine (2023), construction of a  parking area for 
visitors’ cars in the second part of the park (2023), 
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repair of the thatched roof on the Czech cottage 
(2024), repair of bridges (2017–2025), repair of the 
gravel surface of the parking lot at the castle (2025), 
restoration of the path to the church, stone steps, 
and connecting path in the Great Courtyard (2025), 
Project Documentation for vegetation restoration 
(2024, 2025), Project Documentation for repair of the 
fountain in the Great Courtyard (2025), etc.

Visitors are an important part of the park. 
The aim is to spread visitor numbers across space 
and time so that the park is not only busy during 
a  certain short period, but ideally throughout 
the year. From spring to winter, various sporting, 
cultural, and social events and activities (both lay 
and professional) are organized for visitors in the 
park and botanical garden by the Botanical Institute 
and external entities. Ultimately, however, visitor 

356	 Total number of one-day admissions and all admissions on an annual chip ticket.
357	 Available online: <https://invenio.nusl.cz/> [2025-09-15].

numbers are mainly influenced by the current 
weather and regular significant manifestations of 
vegetation – in spring, especially the flowering of 
rhododendrons (Fig. 17), in autumn the colouring 
of trees, with May and October being the most 
visited months. Visitors can enter Průhonice Park 
by purchasing (at the ticket office, ticket kiosk, or 
online) a single-use daily or annual chip ticket.

Visitor numbers to the park have fluctuated 
over the last fifteen years, reaching approximately 
205,000 in 2024.356 The number of single-day 
tickets sold that year was 129,000, and there were 
almost 2,300 annual chip card holders. The aim is to 
systematically raise awareness of the Průhonice Park 
and Castle complex with the aim of increasing visitor 
numbers, taking into account an even distribution 
throughout the year.

Summary
The experience of the design team in preparing 

the projects mentioned in this text confirms the 
logic and continuity of the standard information 
management tools currently recommended for the 
management of landscape architecture objects. 
When using these tools for garden art monuments, it 
is always necessary to take into account the specifics 
of the particular object. The use of applied outputs 
from the NAKI program appears to be very useful. 
These can be found in full in the digital repository.357

The basic principle for processing information 
management tools must be their entry into the GIS 
(Geographic Information System) environment. 
Already during the processing of individual 
documents, it is necessary to ensure their further 
updating and use by the object administrator. 
System-based and methodically linked partial 
dendrological surveys and the Passport of Garden 

Art Monuments have proven to be absolutely 
indispensable for project processing.

In the specific conditions of Průhonice Park, 
there is a  noticeable lack of basic documentation 
for its management, which is undoubtedly 
a  comprehensive survey of the park. All the 
materials listed here were created on the basis of 
substitute data (aerial photographs, partial surveys, 
older map drawings, etc.). The urgent provision of 
such data is a priority for the Park Administration, 
conditioning further possible development projects. 
Such data must also be seen as a basic prerequisite 
for a comprehensive, updated dendrological survey 
of the park. A comprehensive dendrological survey 
covering all woody vegetation elements (trees, 
shrubs, stands, etc.) is a prerequisite for the further 
care and development of Průhonice Park. The use of 
such comprehensive material for all GIS applications, 
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including the park’s information system, should be 
a matter of course.

An equally important strategic document in 
the park administration’s  portfolio (in accordance 
with the recommendations of the current 
MGP358) for any development plans is the missing 
comprehensive conceptual study of the park, 
which would serve as a basis for the preparation of 
further project documentation and the restoration 
of individual parts of the park (e.g., opening up 
Táborky, restoration of Bořínské skály, restoration of 
the valley near Česká chaloupka, restoration of lost 
views – Hořcová vyhlídka, Kozí hřbet, restoration of 
Podzámecká and Alpinská louka, etc.).

For the further development of the Průhonice 
Park Administration and the park itself, the task 
is to gradually implement the basic objectives and 
measures proposed in the MGP, naturally with the 
necessary consideration of financial, legal, time, 
and personnel constraints. Examples include the 
development and stabilization of staffing, the 
implementation of rehabilitation measures for 
material components and development plans, the 
optimization of mechanization equipment and the 

358	 Management plan 2025–2034 – Průhonický park.
359	 SCHOLZ, Jaromír, Sadovnická estetika, Part 1, Praha – Brno 1955.
360	 SCHOLZ, Jaromír – MACHOVEC, Jaroslav, Sadovnická estetika, Part 2, Praha – Brno 1956.
361	 MAREČEK, Jiří, Zahradní a krajinářská architektura: kompoziční východiska, Praha 2022.
362	 VALENTA, Josef, Scénologie krajiny, Praha 2008.

streamlining of work, conceptual work with visitors, 
budget growth, digital archiving, and the promotion 
of the monument and its values in the Czech 
Republic and abroad (raising public awareness). All 
this in an effort to return Průhonice Park to the ideas 
of its founder, Count Arnošt Emanuel Silva‑Tarouca.

When processing the described intentions and 
project documentation, the term “scenery” was often 
used. This term is often used in the field, but it is 
not satisfactorily defined for the field of landscape 
architecture (e.g., citations359,360,361,362). Therefore, not 
only for the purposes of this text, we define the term 
as follows:

Scenery is a  unique image of a  given composition 
perceived at a  specific moment and always linked to the 
observer’s  location. The perceived composition offers 
a  high, even extraordinary (uncommon) aesthetic 
(historical, natural…) value. Its essence is given 
by the combination of compositional elements 
(arranged according to compositional principles and 
the extraordinary aesthetic values resulting from 
them) with the uniqueness of the moment. The 
uniqueness of the moment stems from something 
intangible, through which nature speaks to us.
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